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JHE NEWS THIS MORNING.

Foreign.—M. De Glers, Russian Minigter of
Forelgn Affairs, died at 8t. Petersburg.
M. Ribot succeeded in forming a new French
Cabinet, the War and Marine portfollos only re-
maining In doubt, === An Insurrection 18 eald
to be imminent in Macedonia. Fighting
was reported between the Japanese and Chinese
forces at Hal-Cheng, in which the Chinese troops
were completely routed, = The publie revenue
in Newfoundland for January Indicates a large
defleit,

Congress,—Botg branches In session. 8en-
ate: Messrs, Lodge and Frye replied to the
speech of Mr, Mills on the Hawalinn question]
a resolution indorsing the President's policy was
passed by a vote of 94 to 22 =—— House: The
bill to repeal the differential sugar duty was
taken up and debated by Measrs, Wilson, Payne
and others.

Domestic.—The tow of the tug Sea King
foundered off Point Judith with a loss of twelve

persons. = There wasa bad snowstorm, with
high winds, in many Western States] railway
trafMc was seriously impeded, =—— There were

two bobsled collisions in Plitsburg: one boy
was killed and several were injured. =—=
Flames are still raging in a big colliery of the
Lohigh Valley Company at Hazleton, Penn.
- Another forged paper has been found in
the effects of the Chenango Valley Bavings
Bank, at Binghamton,

City and Suburban.-—Thers was much cutting
of trolley wires in Brooklyn and fewer CATS Were
run: Judge Gaynor made the writ of mandamus
Alternative, =—=—= An outbreak in the United
States. of Colombia was reported. —— The
bicycle show came to an ond. =——— The stock
market was dull, and at the close frregular,

The Weather.—Forecast for to-day: Falr, cold-
er. Temperature yesterday: Lowest, 28 degrees;
highest, 56; average, 39%.

S —

The membors of the Board of Trade have
every reason o congratulate themselves upon
the emphatic success of the Cyele Show which
was brought to a close at Madison Square Gur-
den last night. And every true eveling enthusi-
ast i& grateful to the men who have done =0
mueh to improve and popularize the wheel,
Money has been expended without stint, and
the new wheels will alone make many converts
to the sport. Wheellng is not only becoming
general in this country, but is makipg itself
felt all over the elvilizal globe, Cyeling Is a
splendid exercise for both sexes, and deserves
all the popularity it bas attained,

—

1t is sineerely to be hoped that there I8 no
foundation for the seripus charge brought hy
the English law journals against the Lord Chan-
collor, and to which reference is made in the
gpecial cable dispatch from London published
to-day. This august functionary, whe Is a mem-
ber of the Cabinet and who rejolees in the title
of “Keeper of the Queen’s Consclence,” 1% ac-
cused of having transferred from one court 10
another one of the Justices of the High Court
of Judicature, for having manifested toward o
member of the Administration Implicated in
questionable stock company transactions the
same degree of Impartial severity as if the Min-
ister, since compelled 1o retire from the Cab-
fuet, had been an ordinary cltizen instead of a
colleague of the Lord Chancellor. The superior
courts of Justice in Great Britain have hitherto
enjoyed throughout the eivilized world &0 well
deserved a reputation for equity, and for entire
independence of all Infduence, that it wuould be
deplorable to find their adminisiration of jus-
tice subordinated henceforth 1o official and po-
litleal conslderations,

—_—

80 far as the trolley strike in Brooklyn was
concerned, yesterday was an uneventful day o8
compared with others since the ttouble began.
The most important incident, of course, was the
decision of Justice Gaypor in the mandamus
proceedings, making the writ alternative, and
thus giving the companies time to resume opera-
tious. In Brooklyn proper practically ne vio-
lence was reported; in Rldgewood and Green-
point, however, crowds of ifers caused the
police & good deal of trouble and did some dam-
age to cars. The greatest difficulty with which
the lines had to contend was the cutting of the
trolley wires, a form of lawbreaking which Is
extremely tempting to numerous sympathizers
with the strikers because of ita ease of execu-
tion and the small chance of detection. It was
g:enm induiged in yesterday, and prevented

running of cars oo many lines until the day
bad well advdnced. %o far no orders have been
m'elmta'thmtumotthdumm«;
and they will, of course, be kept on the scene
until the prospects of further disturbances have
been reduced to a minfmun,

Elected to the Presidency of they Republic by
the votes of the Conservative majority in the
Senate united to those of the moderate Repub-
licay minority in the Chamber of Deputies, M.
Fanre canpot bring himself to intrust the forma-
tlon of an administration to the Radleal-Bocial-
st alllance which alone possesses a majority in
the Jower house of the Natlonal Legislature. M.
Bourgeols, although a Radleal himself, failed
In bis attempt to construct 8 Ministry, becnuge

- i

!

f he was not permitied a free hand in thi selee-

tion of his colloagues, the President declining to
commit the destinies of the nation to an admin-

8 istration composed exclusively of Radicals and

Socialists, M. Faure bas now  given  the
Premiership to M. Ribot, who helongs to the
spme politienl party as himself, and who ean-
pot therefore connt npon o working majority in
the Chamber. The Cabinet which M. Ribot has
sueeveded in making nearly complete contains
wo wame of auy conglderable celebrity and some
pames  heretofore  upknown  in the  political
world, Its strength, and s copsequent leage on
Tife, can only be problematical,

THE PRESIDENT S RESPONSIBILITY.

‘The country looks with much anxiety for the
actlon ‘;\f the Presklent within the next few
dayg. The heavy withdrawals of gold lnst week,
not for export, following similar but much small-
or withdrawals ever sinee Congress met and the
President recommended the State bank scheme,
show that distrnst is taking a dangerous form.
If the President does notbing to arrest if, the
gold reserve Is liable to be exbansted more sud-
denly than anybody expects. 1f there is to be
a preminm on gold, every holder of notes, or of
current funds in bapk, is tempted to get the
benefit of i1, That Congress will do nothing
has come to be the general conviction. Mr.
Cleveland has therefore reached the virtual end
of a Presidential eareer never matched for dis-
grace in all Ametican history, nnless he qulekly
employs the only means of saving the eredit
of the Nation and the prosperity of the people.
He §s fotced 1o choose botween n blind and
fatal adherence to Democratic theories and the
sacred duty of his office, He ean palter no
longer in the hope that the chapter of accidents
may enable him to meet both. He caunot run
with the hare of patriotism and hunt with the
hounds of partisanship another week,

Congress will not act beeause it cannot. Too
many of its members are fanatieally hosiile to
duties which help American  Industry. Too
many ave frenzied haters of bankers and boud-
holders, o personally in terror lest the wrath
of Popullstg in thelr distriets or States make
an end of them A second grave obstacle is
that the silver men i both parties have set
themselves to defeat a bond bill. The resolu-
tions of the Chamber of Commerce have dcted
on them as a red rag influences a mad bull.
A thind obstacle 18 what “The New-York Times"
calls the “limitleas conceit” of certain Demo-
cratic Senators, “who have plugged their ears
“to any suggestion that their metbhods can be
“improved.” The Idea that the wrath or the
piteous expostulation of imperilled business can
remove these obstacles does not &eem fo bave
foundation.

A fourth obstacle Is perhaps even more serl-
ous, It I8 the Ignorance of certaln Democratic
lenders, who Insist that their revenue law, if
let alone, will presently yleld revenue enough.
For even the dullest has been foreed to see that
the distrust of the financial world and the with-
drawals of gold are at bottom due to the defl-
ciency of revenue and the prostration of busi-
ness. But they still imagine that things are
righting themselves, and In a little while, per-
haps by the end of next month, the revenue will
exceed the expenditures, These men are obsti-
nately counting upon #uch revenue as would be
derived at the new rates from Importations or
consumption equal to that of 1893, The fact
that their own tariff policy has cut down the
earnings and the consumption of the people
fully a quarter they stubbornly refuse to wee.
Then the remarkable fall in the forelgn price
of sugar cuts down about a third the possible
revenue from ad valorem duties on that article,
even If consumption were as large as ever. The
income 1ax cannot be expected to give any help
until about five months hence, If then, In these
fow Items losges of more than SCO00,000 a year
cun be reasonably expected, and Mr. Carlisle’s
own estimate at the end of the last session In-
dicated a deficlency for the fiseal year.

But practical sense has no hold whatever in
this Democratic Congress. The responsibility,
and it 18 a grave one, rests with the President.
It is time for him to throw away the notion that
Government can get along without inereasel
revenue, and his plain duty 1s to appeal frankly
to the patriotic men of both parties to provide
such added revenue as the country requires, ns
a necessary condition of saccessful borrowing,
making it known at the same time that if this
Congress fails he will at once call an extra ges-
sion of the next Congress, and unhesitatingly ap-
prove such measures of relief ne {1 may ses fit
to pass, With such an appeal and declaration
by him bonds conld be placed. Without it, bonds
can be sold only on such terms as one dictates
fn lending to a bankrupt Government.

THE FAILING STRIKE.

The mandamus which Judge Gaynor decided
on Thursday to grant, requiring the Brooklyn
Heights Itailroad Company to operate its lines,
was finally Issued by him yesterday In the al-
ternative form, This operates In law to give
the company twenty days In which to show
cause why a peremptory writ sboukl not lssue;
in effect, as we suppose, it will enable all the
companies involved In the contest to restore
traffic gradually on thelr own terms. 1t is prob-
ably true, as they say, that they are steadily
recruiting n new force, in part from thelr old
employes, and It Is undoubtedly the fact that
they are operating additlonal lines amd more
cars from day to day. In other wonds, they are
Hkely to be before long In the position which
they declared they. were in & week ago, Oceur-
rences of 8 wholly lawless and detestable char-
gcter, for which the strikers are only in a cum-
paratively small degree to blume, have been al-
most necessarily fatal to thelr prospects. The
companles from the outset have had an enor-
mous advantige owing to the number of wen
out of work, and to that was quickly addal the
advautage arising from the lmperatlve nleces-
sity of quelling disorder, without reference to
the orlginal merits of the controversy, For at
least two days, if the general understanding of
the facts Is accurate, the companies were so
well protected in the possession of their rights
as to invalldate their plens and excuses, Doring
that time, we are compelled to believe, they
were under a continnous obligation to operate
thelr roads, and did not operate them only he-
canse they had not been able to secure men for
the wages they offered, But within the last few
days there has been enough mischief, If not
enpugh turbulénee, to create at*least a reason-
able doubt as to thelr legal accountability for the
paralysis of traffic which they were morally
bound to prevent py keeping faith with their
employes and the publie.

1t was a recognition of this reasonable doubt
as to certain essential facts which led Judge
Gaynor to lssue an alternative rather than a
peremptory mandamus; and we bave no fault to
find with his decision. Its soundness in law, we
imagioe, will not be disputed even by critics of
his earlier order, and, unlike not a few legal de-
terminations, it possesses the additlonal excel-
lence of common-sense, Nor should anybody,
whatever his sentiments as to this particular
controversy may be, regret that it has been
brought Inte coart; for thereby it has become
the occaslon for an exceedingly lucld and salu-
fary enunclation of the true relations between
m::‘ the people whose creatures
et 8 the growth of corporate power

relations have been considerably obscured
and 0
needed to ba made clear agnin. And there
18 no (] '
Impropriety in adding that persons who

ummlnlmmampllndnmm.
opinion would do well to reflect that his inter-

pretation of the law in this ease gaccords per
fectly with that of Judze Cullen.

Wao should do jujustice 1w our own feelings
and to the feelings of most of onr readers, ns
we are glad 1o helieve, it we failed 1o express
onr pegret that corporations which have per
sistently set an example of Jawlessness, aml
stoadily enlarged a shocking rocord of slaugh-
toy by a course of avarvicions amd  Insolent
indifference to pnhilie sentiment, houlil appar-
ently be on the verge of succeeding inoa con-
test in which, while others have heen disgracel,
they bave gained no eredit, Fyents which eonld
not lave served their purposes better if they
had contrived them  have soemingly  brought
thew within sight of vietory, and they may ren-
sonably expect to save In wages hereaftor what
they have spent in fighting. For the sconmdrels
who have committed or envonraged aets of vio-
lence and compelled the community 1o restors
and preserve order al great expense It 1% fm-
possible 1o express 100 strongly the aversion
and reprobation of peputable citizens. They have
all earned penalties which, uufortanately, very
few of them will ever suffer, and they have
rained a canse which was fundamentally just,

HERE HE IS AGAIN

Mr. Thomas C. Platt rege again o the surfaee
on Saturday morning. And he seemed to e in
an unustally playful mood. Mr Platt’'s disap-
pearances from the actual surface of affairs
sometimes suggest the diving of the “right
whale” —the marine mammal which hiee so mneh
resembles In an abnormal development of chevk,
He stays down a long thme, comes up in an
unexpected place, and is iovariably grected by
the “Rlubber hunters™ pursuing him with the
gtirring ery from the masthead, “There shie
blows™  Sometimes he snggesis the gronnd
mole, which may be followed in the morning
by the ridges he has made doring the uight, but
thongh he s doing constant mischier to the
farmer, I8 pever canght either in his tracks or
above ground. And thers are times again when
he suggests nothing in animated ereatlon so
much as the loon, whose rapidity of movement
i& so phenomenal that he can dodge a shot after
the flash of a gun, while his sense of humor is
such that he froquently comes up after being
fired at, and under the nose of the hunter laughs
with a scornful taunt into the muzzle of his
gun. Iull particulars of the wary and playful
habits of the loon may be obtained from the
graphic description given by the Rev, Mr. Mur-
tay several years sgo of his attempta to capture
one In the Adirondacks. The loon Is an aquatie
diver of great celerity of movement, and s not
stuccessfully hunted with a brass bamd,  Mr.
Platt's latest rise to the surface sUggesis more
than anything else—and we hope he will take
no offence at the ustration—the quick motion
and plagful mockery of the loon, Just as the
hunters have discharged thelr guns at him,
when his head certainly seemed to be above
the water, and before the smoke has ecleared
awany he rises up close under thelr boats and
merrlly telle them that they bave mistaken his
position; that he never was In the place they
fired at; and, In short, that he s not that kind
of a hird.

Another thing suggested by the Jalest inter
view Ja that, though change of skies does not
change the temper or disposition of Mr. Platt.
it does meem 1o change his literary style, as
he doubtless does his amuanuensis, Ino moving
from place to place. On Friday morning he
wis roported to be In Washington, Returning
to New-York in the evening, he bronght with
him the Interview published Saturday morning
in which, after asking In n tone of mild sareasin
the indulgence of the newspapers for venturing
to “ecall attenilon to eertain views of certain
interesting matters,” he procecdod Inoa conple
of printed coliumns, which he savs he has made
brief “out of considerntion for these gentlemen™
of the pross who, notwithstanding the sneer,
give bim thelr space 1o set forth his relations
to current politieal questions here amwd st Al
bany, With much elaboration he explains that
he 18 amd alwiys has leoen o faver of all the
distinetlve measures of mandelpal reform which
hiave heen urged by Mavor Strong’s Hepublican
supporters, by the Committes venty amd the
(iood Government clubs, In undertone of
apparent sadness e Lunents that, notwithstand
ing he had made a distinet statement of his
position with regard to all the reform bills, it
difl ot reasstire “anvidy who was afralid that
the ship of reform woull he senttled by me™
“Phe elamor”” he savs, “went nolsily on, Dr.
Parkhurst leading the discordant  orchestra”
He peconnts for this upon the theory that “these
speople are not really concerned about the fate
“of reform DR in the Legislature, nor about
“geenring 10 Mavor Strong full opportunity 1o
caceomplish the good results that his election
“was lntended to bring,"” but that they waat 1o
“embroil the Republican party in such a fra
“ternal war as will render It suceess in 149G
“impossible” Having thus explained the cause
of the “clamor” agalnst himself, he narrates in
detall and at considerable length the elrevnm-
stances connected with the recent actlon of the
Republican County Committer, deducing there
from the Inference that the existing dissatisfae.
tlon all grows ont of the deslee of Mr, Brook-
fleld's friends 1o disorgnvize the Hepublican
party by unseemly opposition to Mr. Platt's
leadership.

The Hternry siyle of this elaborate document
differs somewhant from that of the cirenlar ad
drersed to country editors, as the latter did from
that of the Wilkesbarre Interview, or as all his
typewritten Interviews do from his unpremedi-
tated outgivings, or, generally speaking, as stars
differ In glory, Mr. Platt is a statesman whe hias
w great many buttons within reach, oud enn sam-
mon to his aid a different literary style for each
button, The partienlar siyle of the interview
whieh be ronght from Washingion s ome of his
Lest, It I8 fresh amd racy, amd pot entively un-
faomiliar, As to what he ealls “certain views
of cortain Interesting  matters,” they do not
geem o us to have the jmportanee e gscribes
1o thent It 18 to be regretted, perhaps, that so
many Itepublicans shiould differ so radically with
N, But as there ore so wany of them and
w0 few of him, it really seems annecessary for
him to take two colmnns of pewspaper space
to show that they are trving to disofanize the
party by disagreeing with him, He has great
gifts, undoubtedly, but they are hardly sufficient
to make a mujorlty of him, and, being in a i
nority. he would be dolng hincelf and the party
a serviee If he would subside.

LABOR INSURANCE.

For twenty years Alfred Dolge has besn mnk-
fng an effort to secure fo wageearners a larger
share of the profits of industry than they com-
monly recelve, The problem is a diticult one,
not to be solved by simple lnerease of wages;
for In perbaps a majority of coses that is lm
possible to a degree thut would be of material
advantage to the workmen without serlously
crippling the employer.  Nelther does profit
sharing meet the requirements of the case, Too
often there are no protits to be shared in any
particular year, and at times there are losses
which the workmen are unable to meet on equal
terms with the anufacturers, Moreover, it Ix
a system which depends on the caprice of the
employer for s contlouance, and partakes of
the pature of philanthropy--a dangerons char-
acter for anything which must appeal to the
confidence and sympathy of the Ameriean crafis.
ma.

Yesterday the Dolgeville employes held thelr
twenty-sixth annual reunion, and listened to the
report of the system of labor Insurance and pen-

b

' jerest 18 now large enough to pay the

slons which has given to them a mmnt(*»l'
sustonance in old age and of support for ir
famnilics In case of death. 1In the last year
£1.199 80 was paid to four superannuated work-
men, and the amount paid since the ostablish-
went of the fund was reported a8 $8.472 36,
From the beginning the contributions to the
pension fund amonnt to £30,131 07, and the in-

prosent
pensioners without further contributions. In
(wenty years S34.505 27 has been pald for lite
insurance pollcies, and the employes now hold
policles on which the firm pays premiums (o
the amount of $172,000, and It also makes ar-
rangements for those whom the insurance com-
pany refect, An endowment aceonnt is also
carried with §8,169 65 due employes at muturity,
but this last year nothing was added to It be
eauge, s Mr, Dolge says, "no one could earn
sgny more than his wages. Sfnee any farther
“lisastrons tarl legislatlon has been forestalled
“hy the Jast election, we miy look forward to
ahetter business In 1895, and 1 hope to report
wqf our next revnion a goodly contribution fo
et account,” During the year the felt firm
sold 1o two other firms parts of their business,
amnd transferred to these firms a share of the
pension find endowment accounts proportionate
to the number of workers to be benefited. For
the men going away who held insarance policles
provision was also made. Thus the system was
extended from one business concern (o three,
But It is st lmited to one line of indostry and
o one town. The disadvantage of that is that
the wageearner, to avoid losing some of the
beuefits which are held before him, is compelled
o remain In one place. The founder rejbices
that the workers are no longer restricted 1o one
employer, for a mean employer might attempt
1o take an advantage of his workmen, possible
not from any defect in the system, but from jis
Himited application.

The perfection of labor Insurance and pensions
must cotme, he belleves, with its extension 1o
other industries and general National adoption,
If all textile industries made use of the plan, the
workers wonlil be free so long as they remnined
tn the general Industry, and the same benefits
might be secured for railroad men employed by
whitever company. The experience at Dolge-
ville shows that a contribmtion of 1 per cent of
the wages earned pald by employers Into o
Natfonal Insurance fund  would e ample 1o
apenre to every honest wageearner at the age
of sixty, or sooner If disabled, his full wages to
the end of his days. Threefourths of 1 per
eent 18 all that has been required so far, and o
business that does not permit the setiing aside
of that sum has not the prosperity likely to
give It perimanent existence. The Insurance en-
ables wornout men to retive, and thelr places
may be taken by vigorous men whaose enrning
power 18 greater, and the employer reaps an
advantage as well as the pensioner. ®o far the
resulis attained have besn admirable. Tts more
extonded adoption would do much te allay the
diseontent of wageearners. It gives to them
the Bessings which the Soclalist duzzles before
their exes withont in any way sacrifiving their
indielduality, It gives honest men a chanee to
live comfortably on the returng of their lahor
without the fear of an old age nnprovided for
and a family left in want, The cost is little 1o
the employer. He pays for insurance on his
machines. He can afford 1o take the sume care
of his faithful men.

THE WOE OF NEBRASKA.

The wretehed comdition of the drouth steicken
pesion of Nebraska was fmpressively described
i the letter from a correspondent at Lincoln
which we published on Friday,  Numerous re
ports of distress amd appeals for rellef have
Litherto come from various trustworthy sources,
and hve met with generous response.  But |t
Is doubitful i people here o the Bast have gen-
crally any adegquate appreciation of the extent
atd complitoness of the ruin which has eome
apon thelr Western Kinsmen.  Half o dozen Inrge
atd popmlous counties m Southwestern Nebraska
Lave literally been transformed feom gandens
It deserts, Whers onee wers the tinest corn-
fiells jn the Unjon the very bufMalograss s
dying. Not only wells and springs and brooks,
bt large rivers have entively dried up. What
onee were busy towns are now half deserted
The whole eountry is helng depopulatid, by
mlgration amd by death, fuster than it was sel

el Even the prafeie dogs amd other wild
creaturvs  are fleelng  from the  Inhospitable
wiasle

No wonls cin express too strongly the urgent
need of help, The dlsaster has not come siid-
denly, like storm or fire or food, upon people
who have a reserve of means to fall back upon.
It i the culmination of five years of progressive
ruly, In which lharvests have failed, wavings
have been used up, and debts and mortgages
have beon Inenrrsd. The people have no money,
and Nitle or nothig which they ecan sell or
pledge to raise it They are Hterally pauperized,
Familles that a few years ago were well fad,
well clad, well houssd, on proftable farms, are
pow homeless wanderers, struggling paiofully
enstward, toward some more favorsd region,
Others, who cannot even get away, are living
on lorseflosh and weads and fouler food. Nome
have actually starved to death, and some have
songht In sulelde eseape from an emld less sud-
den but mors palnful. Never was there more
nrgent need of food and clothing or of means
with whieh to procure them, Generous-hearted
people In the East can make no mistake n send-
fng gifts to that unhappy region.

Phe eause of the ruln, and the means by which
prosperity can be restored, are equally evident.
For years that was a lamd of plenty. The ol
wiate was beneficent, the soll fertile, the erops
abundant almest beyond bellef,  Tn 1800 came o
changs, There was a blighting drouth, amd the
year's erops were destroyed. But men Jooked
for better things next year. drew on thelr re
serves, and planted the fields again, Bat thelr
hopes were dashed, ALL the next vear, amd the
next, atd the next, passed with scareely o flake
of winter's snow or drop of summer's rain to
slake the undversal thirst of Mother Earth, Still
the hardy, resolute men hold on, thinking surely
a change must eome ot length, But 184 was
even  hotter aml, i possible, deyer than its
predveessors,  Winds ke the breath of a fur-
nace shrivellsl and burned every living plant,
and made the whole land sterile as the pave-
ment of o ety street, Thls year, of course, or
next, the longed-for change may come, and
raln and dew bring back all the ol wealth of
verdure. Or there may be yet a dozen years of
utter drouth.  Which, no man can tell.  Buot
what seems certain Is that It will pever again
e wise to trust the capricious cllmate of those
plains: or not watll the art of man has in a
mensure mastered It and made It more stable,
That may perhaps be done by some vast work
of forest-planting. But before that work Is done
something else I8 necessary, and that |8 artificial
frrigation. That has elsewhere chunged deserts
into gardens, aad that alone seems able to make
agriculture certainly profitable on the Nebraska
plaios, For s accomplishment, the State muost
look to ftself, and not to the Peaderal Govern-
ment or to any outside agency. As a matter of
beneticence to {ts people, the State could per
form no better work than a general system of
frrigation throughout the countles subject 1o
drouth, Ax a watter of business, It conld o
nothing that would In the long run prove more
profimble. As a matter of necessity, It appar-
ently must do it, or have the “Great Amerlean
Descert” made a stern reallty. 1t ought not to
require another such lesson as the present fo
convinee men of that fact, And hand In hand
with the work of Immediate rellef should go the

| Presidency of the Council will mean the sale of

work of permanently assuring the future against
a repetition of this distress and ruin,

FRENCH MINISTERIAL PROSPECTS.

M. Bourgeois having abandoned it in despair,
M. Ribot has taken up the arduons task of form-
fug a Ministry In France. He s meeting, of
course, with the bitter opposition of the whole
motley erew of enemies of republicnnism, But
the form thelr opposition has assumed Indicates
how desperate they are. Led by some bonlevard
journalg of the baser sort, they are appealing
to chnuvinlst passions, They say M. Ribot Is a
tool of England, and that his accesslon to the

France to “perfidious Albjon.” Translatead into
rationnl speech, that signifies merely that M.
Itibot does not go into fits at glght of the Britizh
flag. and that his policy will not be to oppose
Great Britain In everything simply for the sake
of opposing her. 1f some better argument than
that cannot besrged ngalnst him, he certainly
onght to have the support of all right-thinking
Frenchmen, Now and then Anglophobia is In
France 4 name potent to conjure with, It cor-
tainly &hould not be so at this time. No patriot
would deliberately unsetile the foundations of
government at home for the sake of a hit of
tutile fustian in forelgn affalrs, Amd, a8 a mat-
ter of fact, Franee has no grievauee agninst
England worthy of consideration. 1t wns en-
tiredy her own fanlt that she lost the Egyptian
game, Everywhere else she has been stendily
winning., She selzed half of Siau, and England
did not venture to remonstrate,  She made Eng-
land abandon her scheme of srabbing the Bahr-
ol-tihazel, and practically grabbed it hepself.
She took for her own all the innerland of the
Senegal country, leaving Englamd a beggarly
foothukl on the beach. In every lnstanee In
which the colonial interests of the two have
clashed, for vears, save in Egypt alone, Franee
has been the vietor, Why, them, shoulbl  the
chanvinists rage?®

It s evident that that ery s raiseil hecanse
no other and mote Fational is possible, Na one
can reproach M, Ribor with helng o corrption-
jat, or with trying to shield evildoers, On that
seope lilg recor] Is as ol a% M. Brisson’s.
There was the other day a demand for 8 Bour-
geals Ministry, because M. Hourgeais was the
Minlster of Justice who prosecuted the Tanama
raseals. But M. Bourgeois held that portfolio
in a Cabinet of which M. Ribot was the head.
Indeed, they have often heen Ministerinl asso-
clatos. Thevy worked together in the Do Froy-
clnet Ministry of Mareh, 18007 in the Taouhat
Ministry of Febraary, 15027 In M. Ribot's own
Ministrles of December, 1802, awd Janunry,
1803, It Is therefore diffienlt to sec how those
who were In favor of M, Bourgeols can, on any
gquestion of Government polley, oppose M. Itibot.
The fact that they do pot thus oppose him, bt
merely flaunt the flag of chauy iniem, shows how
wenk thelr caunse t8 and how well fitted he ia
1o be the head of the Ministry.

Fitness, however, does not always assure sue-
cess, aml the weakness of their canse does not
prove that the foes of M. Faure and M. Ribot
will fail. There le no stable Republican -
Jority in the Chamber. CGenerally speaking, the
majority is hostile to M. Faure and woull like
to embarrass him; or. at any rate, woulid not
seriously object to dolng wo if It had a good
chanee. 1t M. Faure should nominate a vam-
pant Radical for Prime Minister, the Chamber
might aveept him and snstain him. But the
President could searcely do that without self-
stultifeation, The only way in which a nnenl
arate Republican like M. Ribot can bope to com-
mand a majority, therefore, & by playing one
fuctlon agalnst apother, or by concessions of
some sort.  The Radieals and Sovialists have
been clamoring for amnesty for politieal of-
fenders, and for an income tax, hesldes varlous
other things. M. Ribot will alimost certainly not
grant the Income rx. He probably will grant
the amnesty: and it remalns o bt seen whether
thiut will prove a sufficient sop o appease e
savageness of the Sechalistle Cerberux. Upon
that probably depemls the sueeess of M. Ribot's
thivd abinet.

The New-York militiamen now
Hrooklyn are making a gond record,

— iy

on  duty in

Prostdent Cleveland’s statement that he sent
the cruiser Philadelphla to Honolulu merely “‘to
protect American Interesis™ is a distinct and tm-
portant concession. Tt is the first time thiz Ad-
minlgtration has ever admittad that there were
any Amerlcan Interedts in those lslands worth

protecting.

—

After hovering for a space in the wind-blown
alps of a channel port looking out toward the
consta of troubled France, land of his more
troubled and storm-tossed ancestry, the Duke of
Orleans has gone back.to London, that great and
hospitable but somewhat indifferent municipality.

Which of his coming or departure heeds,
As the seven sens should heed « peblile cast

Hisg appearance on the ghore, ready to rescue his
country If the omens were propitious, might have
been a good subject for a historical photograph,
but was otherwise of no Import. France does not
want him nor any of hiz Kin, having welghed
them carefully over and over again In her bal-
ances and found them wanting every time. There
I not & blue-bloused peasant from Finlsterre to
the Pyrenees who I8 not of more consequence 1o
the State than all the survivors of the exiled
Hourbon& put together. It is time they learned—
though they never learn anything—that o far as
France |s concerned they have had thelr innings,
and that the country Intends henoeforward o get
along without them.

kil

It Is sald that the Administration wants a big-
ger bond fesue this time, Well, that would not
stop the outfow of gold, Only a sensible inancial
paliey will do that,

That no less than 25,000 people should have
perished last year in the Indian provinee of |
Bengal from  snnke bitis  shows how  littls |
progress has been made by sclence toward the '
diseovery of some anticdote for the polsun of
these reptiles, The trouble is that the polson of
nearly each species seems to affect a different
organ of the body. Thus the bite of a cobra
weems to paralyze the lungs, while the poison of |
the dabole produces térrible convulsions, From |
time Immemorial physiciang of every clime and y
race have devoted thelr energles to the discovery [
of cures for these bitee; but judging from the
heavy lst of casualtles from this source alone In |
Bengal, the most highly civilized provinee and
pogsessed of the best system of medical super-
vislon of all English colonial dependencles, (t
would seem that all effortg In this direction
have been abortive,

.

New-York looks askance at Brooklyn while
rioters break the peace In Brooklyn's streets, and
feels Inclined to put off taking her sister city to |
her ample bosom until a more convenlent season. |

R

The appeal which the New-York Kindergarten
Asgociation has made (o the pubile for help in the |
good work which It Is carrylng on ought not to
go unheeded. Thix work Is not philanthrople, or
only Indirectly mo. It Ia primarily and essen-
tially educational. It begins at the foundations
and aims to give our future citizens a right start
in life. It takes hold of them at the most -
presslonable age, There are fifteen free kinder-
gartens under the care of the association, and it
has been Instrumental In establishing seven of
these schools In connectlon with the publie-
achool system of the city. The annual outlay of
the association Is m.am, while the subscrip-
tions and annual dues amount to about $13,000.
The difference mbst be made up by the contribu-

tions of men and women who understand the

work which Is being done, believe in it and
realize the good that s béing accoinplished. Tha
association is In “pressing and ifimediate need
of funds,” We hope there wiil be many liberal
responses to I appesl.

— e A —

The Tenement-House Committee ask that the
eiectrie light be extended as rapldly as possible
through the tenement-house districta of the city,
This Is a\distinet reccgnition of the moral la-
fluence of electricity.

PERSONAL.

(3eneral Meredith Read, former American Consule
General at Paris and Minister to Greece, Is re-
ported In the “Figaro” as belng about to publish
In French and In English an illustrated book en-
titled “Gibhon and His Intimate Friends at Lau-
sanne.” This work Is the result of fifteen years'

research, and Is based upon unpublished archives
d wise resl

lscovered at the Grotte, the
the famous historian of "The line and
the Roman Empire,” and upon archives of old fam-
illes of the Vaud country.

Paul Du Challly, the distinguished African trav-
eller, Is visiting friends In Hartford, Conn.

February 3 has been set apart by the National
Woman's (‘hristlan Temperance Union officers for
:ma;inl IQ;?IQE'I in the local unions in honor of

irs. Mary T. Lathrap, president of the Michi,
Woman's Christian emp ance Union, and vice-
preaident of the Natlonal soclety. It ls suggested
that pastors be invited to join In this service.

“Beveral papers,” says “The Christian Advoeats,”
“In a dispatch fram Utica on Thuraday last, mixed
names badly. They may that the Hev. Dr. S8amuel
Hanson ‘Coxe’ was the son of the Rev, 8. R. Coxe,
a Presbyterlan mini who b the past
of a large congregation in New-York City. In point
of fact, he was the son of Dr. Bamuel Hanson
‘Cox. A great sensation was produced when an-
other son of 8. H. Cox, D, D. (now Bishop Arthur
Cleveland Coxe, of Buffalo) left the Preshyterian
Church anid became a Protestant t:pl-m%}?n, and
changed hi= name from Cox to Coxe. eccen-
tric and most brilllant father of several brilllant
wons was equally disgusted with both changes.
Hanson Place, Brooklyn, is named after the x
Samuel Hanson Cox, who had a place there that
he called Rus in Urbe.”

The Rey. Mr., Downing, pastor of a colored Pres-
byterlun chureh In Roanoke, Va., Intends to place
in his church a handwme window in memory of
Htanewall Jackson and Colonel J. T. L. Preston.

Aenator Jeter (', Pritehard, of North Carollna, e
thirty-gseven years old, while his colleague, Mariom
HButler, 18 thirty-ons. “Mr. Pritchard,” says “The
Washington Post,” “Is a natlve of East Tennessce,
but has spent mast of his days in the Old North
State. He comes from the exireme southwest corner
of North Caroling, hi® home being on the crest of the
mountaing, about twenty-five miles from Ashes
ville. He i3 a finely formed man. abont six feet
tall, and has a manly and atiractive manner. He
was a mere boy at the outhreak of the war. His
father was a \'nlon man, but was drafted into the
Confederate Army. Senator Pritchard’s last recols
lection of him is seelng alm mounted on a horse, his
feet and hancs hound, on his way to the front, whers
he died, an unwilling conseript in a ecause In which
his sympathler wers not enlisted. The new Henator
Is m stanch Republican, having been actively en-
gaged in every campalgn in his Etate since he was
elghtesn years old.”

DAT.

1HE TALK OF THE

The Rev. Dr. Washington Gladiden, of Colume
bus, Ohlo, recently returned a clerical pass which
a rallroad company sent him, with the following
explanation: 1 never use clerfcal tickets, hecause
1 know no reason wny clergymen should hawe
privileges not granted to the mechanics and I
borlng men, and becanse I am not satisfied that
rallways kave apy right to grant the favor to
anybody."”

THE INCOME TAX.
What Is the size of your income? Give us the

figures, proy; ;
And don't you be modest about it for shynass
won't do to-day,

All you whove been ostentatious and living be-

yond your means,
(i dawn to the tax assessor and invite him be-

hind the scones.
Where I8 vour cash Investsd? Open your ecoffars

wide
The ﬁo‘qln-m-n of the Treasury Is lllngm’ at
your side,

He's noted your vacht and your horses: he's noticed
the way you sun,

And he's going to be mighty careful how you foet
your columns up.

He's heen on the “roof” at the opera, and has
envied vou in your hox,

And he's always wanted a chance like thisgte
whack st the man with stockas.

He's staod by the café window and watched you
lunch within,

And he has a pratty good notlon of the size of
your ple of tin

He's thought you were golng it lively, were travel-
ling much on your shape,

Pt now he's going to prove it, backed up by square
miles of red tape:

Anid vou who've heen ostentatious must tell the
whole truth to-day,

You've got ta admit you're a frawl, =ir, or you've
got to step up and pay.

20 tell ns the size of your Income; account for
each Mitle red eent,
This terrible cad, the colleetor, knows pretty well
what you have spent,
And If vou think to cscape him by making It
small yon will fall,
And end, If you try 1o decelve him, in a small
private box at the jail
—tJohn Kendrick Bangs

Some Amerlean mayors are recsiving a New
Year'n card of greeting from Bllvanus Trevall, the
76sth Mayor of Truro, England.

A Perverted Philosopher.—“An ounce of gmﬁ-
tlon (8 worth a pound of cure, aln't It?' sald
.\Iumlvrln, Mlke,

O courde 1t f8," replied Plodding Pete.

“Well, dat's de reason don't accept no
from nobody. Ef [ wus workin® 1 might be tem
ter go on a strike. An' den see de trouble

| be In,"—{Washington Star.

Avcording to The Rochester Post-Express,” the
late Carey B. Moon, of Saratoga, will go down te
history as the inventor of the Saratoga chips.
The man who Invented poker ditto has not yet
been ldentifed, .

Time's up for love and laughter:
We've dralned the banquet cup,
But now the dark comes after
And Ughts are out: ‘Time's up.
O lovers In sweet places,
With lips of song and sigh,
Come forth with pallid faces
And kigss vour last goodby!
) sweel bride at the mar
Impatlent at your gates,
Hesalde n sable carriage,
The ghostly footman waits.
statesman, crowned a splendid
,.The laurel leaves yoursbrow—
The long debate |s en R
Tl'l"np ]‘I.Iﬂuflﬂ' vnilcelm now.
me's up for woolng, wi
‘Fur doubt and dream anm
l-nf sighing and for sinnlng—
For love, for hate, for lfrot
Time's up! The dial's mark I8
On the last hour complete;
Lle down there where the dark s
And dream that time was sweet!
~{Frank L. Stanton In Atlanta Constitution

o

The SBouth American Colonization Company 18
muking conslderable stir in Arkansas City, Kan.
1ts object {8 the colonization of a tract of land of
over 2000000 acres in the Hepublic of Celombis,
South America, which it claims to own. The Rev,
I. N. Merrifieln, of Arkansas Clty, is the presl-
dent of the company, which I8 to be co-operative.
All property will be held In common. But before
sharing In its gdvantages, colonlsts must take $100
warth of stock In the company. Each member of
the commune will be required to labor eight hours
a day. The company has agréed to pay the Colom-
blan Government u certain price for the land, and
bring 800 colonlsts, It will transport them in it
own vesssl, some time in March or April. Agentd

' are now drumming up colonists in the Southwest-

ern States.

A Herolne.—Teacher—Tommy Figg, you : de-
N5 the Word. "erotne. Y | ek You BAAY

Tommy—A hérolne 18 a4 woman that's always
eryin’ an' marries the blggest fool in the . just
because he's fol. & little dood mustache.—(In
apolls Journal,

The oMelals of the Ubitpn Stales’ Exposition, to
be held at Atlanta, Ga., next year, recelve a great
many unique suggestions (rom people who wish to
help them. A Texas man, for Instance, wishes to
drive ten white horses tandem through all the
Bouthern States, making a tour of nine months,
visiting every town and hamlet. The horses are to
be richly caparisoned, and the leader Is to carry
A banner with a suitable legéend announcing that be
is on his way to the Exposition.

AFTER WHICH THE MACHINE
DOWN.
They've na the baLy
ey Tﬁtfy ¥
Her parents’ name ls

‘Tis a nlhﬁl:' combination;
y

BROKE

by,

Sad her in lite
1l be,

For lo, h “3' will
n

Bil!
When the world' it ever heard
worke oreo 4 o1 BT S




